
Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’tsTHE TOWNSHIP AT COLONY PARK
Page DD 01

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  R e q u i r e m e n t s
D o ’ s  a n d  D o n ’ t s

These Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’ts are strictly for the purpose of aesthetics only.  

In cases of contradiction with local safety codes, the authorities, or other codes having jurisdiction over the 
property, these requirements shall be overruled and the Architectural Review Committee shall be notified of 
such contradiction.  In no way does compliance with the Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’ts exempt a 
structure or building from conformance with all applicable codes (building and/or otherwise).  These Architec-
tural Requirements Do’s and Don’ts or any approval granted pursuant thereto do not guarantee or imply compli-
ance with the requirements of any authority having jurisdiction over the property or building or any building or 

safety codes relative thereto.

Furthermore, these Architectural Guidelines or any approval granted pursuant thereto do not guarantee or 
imply or render any opinion as to the sufficiency of (but not limited to) the engineering design of the structural, 

mechanical, or electrical systems of the proposed improvement(s).
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E x t e r i o r  M a s s i n g  P r i n c i p l e s

Simple ordered massing with 
bi lateral  symmetry.

Complex chaot ic massing lack ing 
symmetr y.

Most t radi t ional  sty les of  archi tecture are based on the simple massing of  a l imi ted number of  volumes.    
Far to many houses bui l t  today at tempt to create “sty le”  by grouping together a jumble of  volumes creat ing 
a sprawl ing mass of  unrelated objects.  

Wel l  ordered symmetr ical  massing indicat ing 
entry and the most important spaces inside.

Massing prov ides no c lear point  of  
ent r y.

The massing of  a bui ld ing should be composed in a c lear hierarchical  fashion.  I t  should provide the viewer 
wi th a c lear understanding of  where to enter the bui ld ing,  as wel l  as where the publ ic and pr ivate spaces 
may occur.   Often the massing is arranged symmetr ical ly around the entry.   Even when not ent i re ly sym-
metr ical ,  the hierarchy of  the massing should reinforce the point  of  entry.

O r d e r  o f  E x t e r i o r  M a s s i n g
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S i m p l e  P a t t e r n  o f  S i m i l a r  O p e n i n g s

Simple window pattern helping 
to organize the facade.

Unrelated ser ies of  dissimi lar  
windows.

A simple pattern of  s imi lar ly s ized openings helps create an ordered facade that is pleasing to the eye.  
The openings in the bui ld ing on the lef t  not  only provide a c lue as to how the inter ior  is  la id out but also 
provide structure for  the facade. The rat ional  p lanning of  the inside ref lected on the outside.   

Rat ional ly la id out wel l  proport ioned 
space.

I r rat ional  p lanning produces chaot ic 
space.

Rat ional ly la id out and wel l  proport ioned spaces provide the backbone for a meaningful  and wel l  ordered 
bui ld ing.   There are many proport ioning systems used in archi tecture.   One of  the most inf luent ia l  is  a 
proport ion that occurs in nature,  the Golden Mean.  This proport ion is a rat io of  approximately 0.618 to 1.   
The use of  th is and other proport ioning systems combined with good design invar iably creates bui ld ings 
that are pleasing to the eye.  

R a t i o n a l  A r r a n g e m e n t  o f  S p a c e
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A p p r o p r i a t e  u s e  o f  O v e r l a p p i n g  G a b l e s

Overlapping gables appropr iate for  
the sty le.

Over lapping gables for  the 
sake of  over lapping gables.  

Contrary to popular bel ief ,  having lots of  over lapping gables does not equal  having lots of  “sty le” .   Some 
sty les,  such as the craf tsman sty le,  make good use of  over lapping gables but in l imi ted number.   Many 
of  the t radi t ional  house sty les use only a few gables in the ent i re structure,  let  a lone over lapping gables.   
In any case there should be a dist inct  reason to add a gable,  such as a porch or entry way that extends 
beyond the main roof.

M u l t i p l e  R o o f  S l o p e s

The relat ionship of  major roof s lopes should be kept as consistent as possible.   Al though some deviat ion 
may be required, i t  is  best  i f  a l l  s lopes are wi th in 10% to 20% of each other.   Anci l lary roof s lopes can 
deviate more, but should be appropr iate to the sty le.   

Consistent roof s lopes. Mul t ip le unrelated roof s lopes.
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C o n t i n u o u s  E a v e s

Clean, s imple eaves Discont inuous eaves.

Eaves should be lef t  as cont inuous as possible.   There should be a dist inct  reason to break the cont inui ty 
of  the eaves such as a chimney, secondary wing, etc.

S e c o n d a r y  R o o f s  /  R o o f  E x t e n s i o n s

Secondary Roof. Roof Ex tension.

When there is a need to cover a stoop, bay window, etc. ,  a secondary roof should be used in place of  a 
roof extension.  The secondary roof should be detai led in the same manner as the pr imary roof yet  be 
completely discont inuous.  This provides for a more cont inuous eave.  
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F in ish  F loor  E levat ion to  Frontage Rela t ionsh ip

Finish f loor elevat ion is at  least  24” above the highest f rontage 
elevat ion.

Having the f in ished f loor elevat ion located at  least  24” above the highest f rontage elevat ion resul ts in 
several  d ist inct  advantages.  First ,  posi t ioning the house in such a way reinforces the v isual  h ierarchal  
order of  the streetscape, wi th the house above and the street below.  Second, looking up from the street,  a 
house posi t ioned as such wi l l  have a commanding presence on the si te,  even i f  the house i tsel f  is  re lat ively 
smal l .   Third,  the di fference in elevat ion gives people on the porch a sense of  secur i ty,  of  being in a semi 
pr ivate space separated from the street.   However,  i t  does not stop interact ion wi th people passing by 
on the sidewalk.   Creat ing places of  comfort  whi le providing the opportuni ty for  social  interact ion fosters 
enhanced secur i ty and a stronger sense of  community.      

Finish f loor elevat ion is level  or  below the street.
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P r o p e r  B a y  W i n d o w  D e s i g n

Bay window with fu l l  jamb 
casing and support  brackets.

Bay window wi th nar row jamb 
casing, s l ivers of  s iding,  and 
no suppor t  brackets.

In most cases, bay windows should be constructed using a s ingle jamb casing which extends from the edge 
of  the window to the corner of  the bay.  Often a th in s l iver of  s id ing is paired with narrow window casing 
instead of  using a s ingle wide window casing, causing the bay to look i l l  conceived.  As a general  ru le,  
s id ing should not be used i f  i t ’s  width is not at  least  one and a hal f  t imes i ts exposed face.  Bay window 
assembl ies should ei ther extend to the ground or be supported by appropr iately s ized support  brackets.

V e r t i c a l  M a t e r i a l  J o i n t s

Inside Corner terminat ion. Outside corner terminat ion.

To enhance vert ical  proport ioning, heavier mater ia ls such as br ick and stone should general ly be used on 
the lower sect ions of  bui ld ings,  wi th l ighter mater ia ls occurr ing above.  Vert ical  jo ints between dissimi lar  
mater ia ls general ly do not occur in t radi t ional  archi tecture wi th the except ion of  addi t ions to exist ing 
bui ld ings.   I f  vert ical  jo ints are unavoidable,  they should not be used on outside corners as th is makes a 
mater ia l ,  such as the above br ick in the don’ t  scenar io,  look inappropr iate.
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V e r n a c u l a r  B r a c k e t  D e s i g n

Properly designed bracket. Fl imsy bracket .

Brackets support ing the overhanging rake are common on craf tsman sty le houses.  The hor izontal  leg of  
the bracket typical ly extends sl ight ly beyond the barge raf ter.   The height of  the bracket should be at  least  
equal  to,  i f  not  greater than, i ts depth.   Brackets and barge raf ters should be mahogany, Spanish cedar,  or  
re-dr ied .40 saturat ion t reated lumber.   For brackets and modi l l ions on classical  bui ld ings,  reference The 
American Vignola.

B a l c o n y  P r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  D e t a i l i n g

Well  proport ioned balcony 
supported on brackets.     

Fl imsy, unsuppor ted balcony.

Balconies,  f i rst  and foremost,  must be perceived as being structural ly sound, regardless of  their  actual  
structural  requirements.   Balconies should general ly be no deeper than three feet and always be supported 
by brackets.   Balcony rai l ings should have a top rai l  that  is  easi ly graspable,  and a bottom rai l  that  is  above 
the f loor.   Balusters should be appropr iate to the sty le of  the house and spaced according to appl icable 
codes.      

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.
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P r o p e r  R a i l i n g  D e s i g n

Properly designed rai l ing.     Improper ly designed rai l ing.

Wooden rai l ings should be constructed using a mi l lwork handrai l  and a vert ical  bot tom rai l ,  see above 
lef t  example.   The bottom mi l lwork rai l  should be held off  of  the f loor ing approximately 3”,  and i ts top 
edge pi tched.  A mid span support  under the bottom rai l  should be added as necessary.   Top and bottom 
rai ls shal l  be centered on the spindles,  boards,  or pickets.   The spindles should general ly be a minimum 
of 5-1/2” on center,  but  the openings between the spindles shal l  comply wi th appl icable bui ld ing codes.  
Special  ra i l ing designs and i ron rai l ing designs may be submit ted for approval  to the Archi tectural  Review 
Commit tee.  
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Classical ly sty led overhang.

A p p r o p r i a t e  R o o f  O v e r h a n g s

Boxed in t rac t  home overhang.

There are many acceptable roof overhang condi t ions.   The part icular condi t ion used should be appropr iate 
to the sty le of  the house.  Classical ly sty led houses typical ly have ful ly enclosed eaves with narrow projec-
t ions.   Vernacular houses typical ly have open eaves and a larger overhang.  Unless using a very speci f ic  
sty le large overhangs should never be enclosed.

Eave returns on classical ly designed houses should be constructed so that the fascia wraps around the 
corner and terminates into the wal l .   The eave return cap should have a minimum (1 in 12) s lope, so that 
i t  is  not  seen from below.  Returns of ten do not occur on vernacular sty led houses.  The eave condi t ion 
should be appropr iate for  the part icular sty le being used.  “Pork Chop” eaves should never be used.  This 
is a ranch house detai l  that  never occurs in t radi t ional  archi tecture.

A p p r o p r i a t e  E a v e  R e t u r n s

“Pork Chop” eave.One of  many vernacular eave 
condi t ions.

Classical ly st y led eave re -
turn.

Typical  vernacular overhang.
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A p p r o p r i a t e  O p e n  R a f t e r  T a i l  D e s i g n

Open raf ter  ta i ls  are extremely common on tradi t ional  houses, especial ly vernacular sty les.   The Three 
raf ter  ta i ls  at  the top of  the sheet are by far  the most common designs.  The raf ter  ta i ls  below them are 
addi t ional  acceptable designs.  Al ternat ive raf ter  ta i ls  can be submit ted to the Archi tectural  Review Com-
mit tee for considerat ion.   Rafter ta i ls  should be selected based on their  compat ib i l i ty  wi th the sty le of  the 
house.  Soff i ts at  exposed raf ter  ta i ls  shal l  be 1x6 tongue and groove boards let  into the top of  the raf ter  
ta i ls  wi th the roof sheathing passing over to the dr ip cap to al low for suff ic ient  roof nai l ing th ickness.  

Cut Out for  Tongue 
and Groove

Drip Cap

Roof Sheathing

1x6 Treated Tongue and Groove

Att ic Vent
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B r i c k ,  S t u c c o ,  o r  S t o n e  S o l i d  M a s o n r y
C h i m n e y s  w i t h  C l a y  T i l e  F l u e s

Above are two acceptable examples of  terminat ion designs for so l id masonr y chimneys wi th c lay t i le f lues.   Metal  
spark ar restors and other ut i l i tar ian metal  hats wi l l  not  be acceptable.   There are hundreds, i f  not  thousands of  t ra -
di t ional  so l id masonr y chimney designs.  We encourage explorat ion and use of  these designs in an at tempt to create 
var iety and indiv idual i t y throughout the development .   A l ternat ive sol id masonr y chimney designs should conform to 
the basic intent of  these guidel ines,  be appropr iate to the sty le of  the bui ld ing,  and be submit ted to the Archi tec tural  
Review Commit tee for approval.   Addi t ional ly,  so l id masonr y chimneys can be f i t ted wi th any of  the metal  terminat ion 
caps indicated in Brick , Stucco, or Stone Prefab Chimneys with Caps Do’s and Don’ts.   A l ternat ive terminat ion 
cap designs may be submit ted to the Archi tec tural  Review Commit tee for rev iew as indicated in the above ment ioned 
sect ion.

Sol id masonr y chimney wi th 
c lay t i le f lue.

Sol id masonr y chimney wi th
exposed metal  spark ar restor.

Sol id masonr y chimney wi th c lay 
t i le f lue and stone cap.

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.
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Brick, Stucco, or Stone Prefab Chimneys with Caps

Where a vented prefabr icated chimney wi th f lue is ut i l ized in l ieu of  an ac tual  masonr y chimney wi th f lue,  
the chimney shal l  have a chimney cap equal  to one (1) of  the examples (A-E) noted above to enc lose the 
standard prefabr icated chimney spark ar rester terminat ion cap.  No chimney cap shal l  be repeated nex t 
to an adjacent residence and only ever y four th (4th) residence shal l  have one (1) of  each design.  Thus, 
the chimney caps throughout the development may have an instal led pat tern such as A , E, B, C, D, A , 
E, B, C, D,  etc .  In instances where more than one (1) chimney is bui l t  on a s ingle residence the same 
chimney f in ia l  top design shal l  be ut i l ized.  The mater ia l  ut i l ized on the chimney cap shal l  be the same 
as the roof f lashings ( i .e.  copper,  natural  galvanized, or z inc) .   Because of  i t ’s  long last ing qual i t ies,  
copper as  opposed to galvanized steel  is  a bet ter mater ia l  for  chimney caps.  Due to high temperatures 
exper ienced by chimney caps, a l l  metal  chimney caps should be const ruc ted using mechanical  fasten-
ers as wel l  as solder where appl icable.   The above referenced chimney caps may be custom made, 
or purchased f rom Slate and Copper Sales Co.,  1- 814 - 455 -7430, w w w.slateandcopper.com, 201-203 
German Street ,  Er ie,  PA 16507.  A l ternat ive  chimney cap designs and fabr icat ions that comply wi th the 
intent of  these guidel ines may be submit ted for rev iew and considerat ion by the Archi tec tural  Review 
Commit tee.         

A

ED

CB
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Chimney cap A-E or as approved by 
Archi tectural  Review Commit tee

Top f lashing over 3/4” 
exter ior  p lywood over 2x12 
treated cap framing

Spark Arrestor

Br ick,  Stucco, or 
Stone

Metal  Flue

Sheathing

Air  space as required

Framing
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R e q u i r e d  P r e f a b  C h i m n e y  S e c t i o n

The above prefabr icated chimney sect ion is an example of  approved chimney terminat ion detai ls.   Whi le 
the veneer is br ick in the above sect ion,  i t  s imply represents the intent of  the overal l  design guidel ines.   
Stucco or stone veneer may be ut i l ized and the assembly adapted appropr iately for  these mater ia ls.   Modi-
f icat ions to the assembly that  deviate f rom the design intent can be submit ted to the Archi tectural  Review 
Commit tee for considerat ion.
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L o g i c a l  P l a c e m e n t  o f  C o l u m n s

Logical  column spacing. I l logical  co lumn spac ing.

Columns should be placed in a logical  rhythm that ref lects the structural  purpose they serve.  Posi t ioning 
columns so that they f rame a part icular element of  the bui ld ing facade cheapens both the columns and the 
bui ld ing they are a part  of .   

Columns spaced closer than they 
are ta l l .

Columns spaced far ther apar t  than 
they are ta l l .

A ser ies of  columns should be spaced so that the void space in between the columns takes on a vert ical  
proport ion.   Spacing columns in th is manner contr ibutes to the percept ion of  structural  integr i ty.   The 
column spacing also adds to the vert ical  proport ioning of  the house without adding physical  height to the 
structure.  

P r o p o r t i o n i n g  o f  C o l u m n  S p a c i n g  
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C o l u m n  P r o p o r t i o n i n g

Well  proport ioned Tuscan 
Column

Bulky column, too wide for 
i ts height and order.  

Classical  columns shal l  be made of  masonry,  stucco (not EIFS),  decay resistant wood or Perma-cast™ type 
mater ia l ,  and be str ict ly proport ioned according to these guidel ines and The American Vignola.   Vernacular 
columns should be appropr iately proport ioned and be submit ted and approved by the Archi tectural  Review 
Commit tee.

Spindly column, too nar row 
for i ts height and order.  

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.

B r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  T u s c a n  O r d e r

Entablature

ColumnShaft

Bed Molding

Astragal

Cornice

Fr ieze

Archi t rave

Capital

Base

Neck
Echinus
Abacus
Lower Fascia
Upper Fascia
Tenia

Corona
Cymatium

This drawing is provided for entablature and column reference only.   The breakdown pertains not only 
to the Tuscan order,  but  to other archi tectural  orders al lowed by the Archi tectural  Guidel ines.
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Built-up Beam to Column Alignment Without Capital

Column f i ts snuggly into underside 
of  beam.

Column si t t ing awkwardly under-
neath poor ly propor t ioned beam.  

When ut i l iz ing columns without capi ta ls support ing a bui l t -up beam, the shaft  of  the column should be 
centered under the beam.  The inside two vert ical  faces of  the bui l t -up beam, reference Articulation of 
Beam Facings Do’s and Don’ts ,  should f i t  snuggly against  the column.  The overal l  width of  the bui l t -up 
beam should be a ref lect ion of  the width of  the column plus the combined width of  the two vert ical  beam 
facings.  In instances where a t imber beam is ut i l ized in l ieu of  a bui l t -up beam, reference Beam Width 
to Column Width Do’s and Don’ts .           

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.

B u i l t - U p  S q u a r e  C o l u m n s

Paneled column using ful l  height 
members.

Plywood column wi th 
hor izontal  jo ints.

Bui l t -up square columns should ut i l ize fu l l  height mater ia ls.   Mater ia ls that  are less than ful l  height must be 
jo ined so that their  seams are not not iceable.   Plywood should general ly be avoided as a surfacing mater ia l  
for  columns.  The exposed edges of  p lywood are very hard to f in ish and plywood can not be successful ly 
jo ined without creat ing a hor izontal  seam.  I ts use should be l imi ted to column shafts less than 8’ in height,  
and then only when the exposed edges can be covered. 
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B e a m  W i d t h  t o  C o l u m n  W i d t h

Beam width matches column shaft  
d iameter.

Beam width does not match column 
shaft  d iameter.

The width of  beams should match the width of  the upper most port ion of  the support ing column shaft  
regardless of  structural  needs.  An except ion to th is rule is where a square chamfered column is ut i l ized,  
reference Built-up Beam to Column Alignment Without Capital  Do’s and Don’ts .   

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.

B e a m  t o  C o l u m n  A l i g n m e n t  W i t h  C a p i t a l

Face of  column shaft  a l igns wi th 
face of  beam.

Face of  co lumn capi ta l  a l igns wi th 
face of  beam.

When ut i l iz ing columns with capi ta ls the shaft  of  the column must al ign,  wi thout except ion,  wi th the vert ical  
face of  the beam, or entablature.   At  a corner condi t ion the shaft  of  the column must al ign wi th the face 
of  the beam on both s ides of  the corner.   As the diameter of  the column shaft  must match the width of  the 
beam i t  is  support ing,  reference Beam Width to Column Width Do’s and Don’ts,  i t  is  only logical  that  the 
two should be al igned.  From a histor ical  perspect ive the stone column shaft  represented a bundle of  reeds 
and the capi ta l  was a sty l ized representat ion of  fo l iage and was purely ornamental .   
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A c c e p t a b l e  P o r c h  C e i l i n g s

1x6 tongue and groove board 
cei l ing.

Plywood cei l ing wi th bat tens 
cover ing jo ints only.

Wooden porch cei l ings should general ly be constructed using v-groove or beaded 1x tongue and groove 
boards.   I f  p lywood is used, the battens cover ing the seams should be appl ied in a regular pattern.    Inter-
vals such as 18 or 24 inches on center both direct ions are acceptable.   Battens occurr ing only at  p lywood 
jo ints wi l l  not  be acceptable.   Porch cei l ings are al lowed to be stucco only when adjacent to br ick or stucco 
wal ls.      

A r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  B e a m  F a c i n g s

Facing mater ia l  jo ints run vert ical .   
Inside and outside facings match.  
Facing mater ia l  has hor izontal  
grain.  

Fac ing mater ia l  jo ints running 
hor izontal  and ver t ical .   Inside and 
outs ide fac ings do not match.  Fac -
ing mater ia l  is  segmented. 

Joints between beam facings should only occur on the underside of  the beam.  A rel ief  of  approximately 
one hal f  inch should occur between the bottom facing of  the beam and the two side facings.  This rel ief  
creates a dr ip edge on the outside face as wel l  as hiding imperfect ions in the jo in ing of  the facings.  The  
grain of  the beam facing mater ia l  should never run vert ical .   Hor izontal  grain in the beam facings ref lect  
the structural  nature of  the beam.       
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E n t a b l a t u r e  C o m p o s i t i o n

Properly composed entablature. Shor t  entablature lack ing 
proper detai l .

In c lassical  archi tecture,  the entablature is a beam member supported by columns below.  I t  is  hor izontal ly 
div ided into the archi t rave (bottom),  f r ieze (middle),  and cornice ( top).   When using one of  the c lassical  
orders of  archi tecture,  the proport ioning of  the entablature is very str ict .   However,  when used in vernacu-
lar  archi tecture,  the entablature need only fo l low these guidel ines and be designed with good proport ion 
in mind.   

P r o p o r t i o n i n g  o f  C o r n i c e  M o l d i n g

Modest ly scaled molding Excessively large molding

The molding beneath the corona of  the cornice should be scaled appropr iately for  the entablature wi th in 
which i t  occurs.   Each of  the c lassical  orders of  archi tecture have a speci f ic  rat io for  th is element,  which 
can be found in The American Vignola.   In vernacular sty les,  the bed molding is of ten of  modest proport ions 
s imi lar  to the c lassical  sty les.
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P r o p e r  U s e  o f  D e n t i l s

Well  proport ioned and spaced 
dent i ls .

Poor ly propor t ioned and 
spaced dent i ls .

Dent i ls  are smal l  rectangular blocks used in the bed mold of  a cornice.   They are typical ly as deep as they 
are wide, and square or vert ical  in proport ion.   The spacing between two dent i ls  should be at  least  the 
width of  hal f  a dent i l ,  and at  most the width of  a s ingle dent i l .

P r o p e r  U s e  o f  T r i g l y p h s

Proper use of  t r ig lyphs. I r rat ional  spac ing of  t r ig lyphs. 

In ear ly t imes, before stone was subst i tuted for wood in Greek temples,  the ends of  wooden beams were 
cut off  and ornamented with carved boards forming end caps.  These end caps were later incorporated as 
decorat ion into the f r ieze of  the Dor ic order of  archi tecture.   Tr ig lyphs are typical ly al igned over columns 
and spaced evenly in between, just  as beams would be.  Tr ig lyphs should always consist  of  two vert ical  
grooves (glyphs),  bordered by two hal f -g lyphs (hence the name tr ig lyph).   For fur ther design informat ion 
reference The American Vignola.
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U s e  o f  F r i e z e  B o a r d s  

Frieze board terminat ing br ick 
or s id ing under fascia.

Br ick or s iding running di rec t ly 
into fasc ia.

A fr ieze is used when terminat ing br ick or s id ing at  the fascia.   Most archi tectural  sty les,  f rom classical  to 
vernacular,  employ a f r ieze.  Fr iezes in highly structured sty les should be str ict ly designed according to the 
sty le,  whereas fr iezes in vernacular archi tecture should be designed with good proport ions in mind. 

O v e r l a p p i n g  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  E l e m e n t s

Frieze separated from l intel  
and keystone.

Fr ieze over lapping l inte l  
and keystone.

Archi tectural  e lements such as l intels,  arches, cornice work,  etc,  should never be al lowed to over lap one 
another.   Whi le somet imes these elements are al lowed to touch one another,  over lapping elements always 
look crowded and poor ly designed.
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M a s o n r y  F o u n d a t i o n  A l i g n m e n t

Face of  masonry  is  in l ine 
wi th exter ior  face of  bui ld ing.

Face of  masonr y of fset  and 
capped by a rowlock course.

Tradi t ional ly,  houses were constructed on foundat ion wal ls of  br ick or stone.  The exter ior  faces of  wal ls 
and porches l ined up with the masonry foundat ion wal ls below.  This logical  a l ignment of  bui ld ing elements 
created the pl inth that  most of  the houses in America were constructed on, excluding sol id masonry and 
masonry veneer houses.  Today most t radi t ional  foundat ions are bui l t  wi th concrete block and then faced 
with br ick.   This creates an unsight ly bulge around the per imeter of  the bui ld ing reducing the br ick to ap-
pl ique.  This bulge can be el iminated by posi t ioning the concrete masonry uni ts to the inside of  the r im 
jo ist  so that  the outside face of  br ick is al igned with the outside face of  the r im jo ist .   The foundat ion wal l  
is  then topped with a wide mudsi l l  spanning both concrete block and br ick.   

C o l u m n  F a c e  t o  P o r c h  B e a m  A l i g n m e n t

Face of  column base al igns wi th 
face of  porch beam.

Column si t t ing awkwardly,  
pro jec t ing over porch.

The face of  the column base should al ign wi th the face of  the porch beam, or the foundat ion below.  This 
placement is not absolute,  but  the column shaft  should never extend past the face of  the porch beam.  
This condi t ion combined with others creates a pleasing percept ion of  the progression of  structural  forces 
f lowing from the roof down into the ground. 

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.



Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’tsTHE TOWNSHIP AT COLONY PARK
Page DD 24

Ty p i c a l  S q u a r e  C h a m f e r e d  C o l u m n  D e t a i l s

Typical  6”  square chamfered column with base and capi ta l ,  and without base and capi ta l .   
Larger columns should ut i l ize the same proport ioning rat ios as the 6” column.  As vernacular 
columns are extremely var ied in their  design, columns should be based on these guidel ines 
and submit ted to the Archi tectural  Review Commit tee for review and approval .    
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G a r a g e  D o o r  P r o p o r t i o n s

Double doors provide more 
histor ic authent ic i ty.

Wide s ingle doors have no histor ic prec -
edent and are more prone to fa i lure.

Modern garage doors are a descendant of  the carr iage house doors used in histor ic bui ld ings.   There may 
have been several  bays of  doors,  but  the doors were almost always narrow, providing clearance for only 
one vehic le.   They were constructed in th is manner to l imi t  the span of  the beam carry ing the weight of  the 
bui ld ing above them.  Wide garage doors should only be used with special  permission of  the Archi tectural  
Review Commit tee.      

Appropr iately s ized casings provide 
dist inct ion.

Diminut ive casing makes door look 
cheap.

Entry door casings should be wider than the typical  3 1/2” casing found on other openings.  The head cas-
ing should also be sl ight ly wider than the jamb casing.  Casings that are 3 1/2” or narrower do not provide 
the dist inct ion required of  a main entry.         

E n t r y  D o o r  C a s i n g  P r o p o r t i o n s  

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.



Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’tsTHE TOWNSHIP AT COLONY PARK
Page DD 26

A c c e p t a b l e  W o o d  D o o r  D e s i g n s

Doors can ut i l ize ei ther f lat  or  ra ised panels.   Only c lear glass panes wi l l  be al lowed.  Leaded glass doors 
are not acceptable.   Al l  g lass shal l  be t rue div ided l ights wi th munt ins.   Al ternat ive designs should be 
submit ted to the Archi tectural  Review Commit tee for review and approval .   Street f rontage doors shal l  be 
a minimum of 8’-0” ta l l .
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T r a d i t i o n a l  D o r m e r  P r o p o r t i o n s

Vert ical ly Proport ioned dormer.  Hor izontal ly propor t ioned dormer 
.

Tradi t ional  s ingle window dormers should be ei ther square or vert ical ly proport ioned.  In relat ion to win-
dows on lower levels of  a house, dormer windows should be sl ight ly shorter in proport ion.   Jamb casing 
should be as narrow as possible to enhance the vert ical  proport ion of  the dormer and i ts window. 

D o r m e r  O v e r h a n g s  a n d  E a v e s

Appropr iate dormer eaves. Awkward dormer eaves.

The width of  the dormer roof should general ly be no more than 25% larger than the width of  the dormer 
body.  The design of  the dormer roof and eaves should be proport ionate to the sty le of  the house.  
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A p p r o p r i a t e  C a s i n g  F o r  D o r m e r s

Wide jamb casing creates a 
substant ia l  dormer.

Nar row casing and corner boards 
creates a cheap dormer.

When tr imming out dormers,  the pract ice of  using narrow window casing and corner boards wi th th in str ips 
of  s id ing in between should not be used.  Dormer jamb casing and corner boards should be combined into 
a s ingle piece of  casing.  This creates an overal l  casing that is much more pleasing and easier to instal l .   
The only t ime siding should be used above the head of  a window is in the tympanum of the gable.  

A p p r o p r i a t e  B r i c k  D o r m e r  D e s i g n

One of several  acceptable br ick 
dormer designs.

Improper ly designed br ick 
dormer

In structures wi th exter ior  br ick wal ls the dormers can be made of  br ick as wel l .   The br ick in the dormers 
must be in the same plane as the br ick of  the bui ld ing wal l  below, and the br ick must form a parapet wal l  
at  the face of  the dormer.   When using br ick dormers i t  is  preferable that  the pr imary roof be stopped short  
where the dormer occurs.  This al lows the br ick wal l  below to cont inue vert ical ly past the roof forming the 
face of  the dormer.
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T r a d i t i o n a l  W i n d o w  P r o p o r t i o n s

Vert ical ly proport ioned 
tradi t ional  window.

Poor ly propor t ioned hor izontal  
window.

Tradi t ional  window proport ions were almost exclusively vert ical .   Even when mul led into groups of  windows 
the overal l  assembly maintained i ts vert ical  proport ions.   The wider an assembly becomes without strong 
vert ical  mul l ions the more unsound and fragi le i t  appears.  

Vert ical ly proport ioned 
window uni t .

A n c i l l a r y  S p a c e  W i n d o w  D e s i g n

Two vert ical ly proport ioned 
windows mul led together.

Hor izontal  propor t ions look 
f lat  and unbecoming.

There are some condi t ions in modern homes that cal l  for  windows that do not f i t  exact ly the histor ic pat-
terns for  window proport ions.   For these anci l lary spaces where a vert ical  window proport ion is not pract i -
cal ,  the above two examples are acceptable.   Even though the window proport ions are hor izontal ,  the l ights 
in the window are vert ical  and create an overal l  vert ical  proport ion.   These windows should never be used 
on a pr incipal  facade or street f rontages.    

Hor izontal  propor t ioned window 
wi th st rong ver t ical  l ights.
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W i n d o w  H e a d  C a s i n g  P r o p o r t i o n

Properly proport ioned head 
casing.

Diminut ive head casing.

The casing at  the head of  a window should be as wide as the jamb casing or s l ight ly wider.   I t  should 
never be any narrower.   The addi t ional  width of  the head casing gives the window an overal l  feel ing of  
strength.

P r o p e r  W i n d o w  S i l l  D e s i g n

Properly designed si l l ,  extending 
sl ight ly beyond casing.

Casing c i rc l ing window.

A proper ly designed window si l l  acts as a base for the window to rest  on,  f i rmly root ing i t  into the facade.  
Encirc l ing a window with casing resul ts in the percept ion that the window is f loat ing wi th in the wal l .              
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W i n d o w  P a n e  P r o p o r t i o n s

Vert ical ly or iented window 
pane.

Hor izontal ly or iented window 
pane.

Indiv idual  window panes should always have vert ical  proport ions.   They can occasional ly be square,  but 
should never be or iented hor izontal ly as they take on an awkward proport ion.   

H a l f  C i r c l e  W i n d o w  P r o p o r t i o n s

Half  c i rc le window with pleasing 
proport ions.

Hal f  c i rc le window wi th awkward 
propor t ions.

A hal f  c i rc le window uni t  should be proport ioned so that the height of  the rectangular lower port ion is an 
even mult ip le of  the height of  the hal f  c i rc le upper port ion.   Adher ing to th is guidel ine wi l l  create a window 
with pleasing proport ions as long as the window does not get so large that i t  looks out of  scale wi th the 
surrounding windows.                 
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S i m u l a t e d  D i v i d e d  L i g h t s

Window munt ins wi th spacers in between 
appear as i f  they were sol id.

Fl imsy window munt ins on only one 
side make windows look cheap.

Smal l  panes of  g lass used to be jo ined together into larger windows using munt ins.   With the advent of  
larger panes of  g lass,  munt ins became obsolete.   Even though munt ins are no longer necessary,  they 
should st i l l  be used.  Smal l  panes of  g lass give the house a proport ion and del icacy that is lost  wi th a 
s ingle large pane.  Simulated div ided l ight  windows achieve this effect .   They are made by adher ing a 
mort ise and tenon gr i l lwork to both s ides of  an insulated glass panel .   Between the glass panes, in the 
shadow of the gr i l lwork,  is  a spacer that  f i l ls  the void between the panes.  This assembly gives the i l lusion 
of  a t rue div ided l ight  window whi le retaining the energy eff ic iency and cost savings of  a s ingle insulated  
glass panel .   

Window or door ut i l iz ing appropr iately 
s ized casing.

Window or door ut i l iz ing nar row 
casing or br ick mold

When siding or stucco is used, windows and doors should always have a casing that is at  least  3 1/2” wide.  
Br ick mold should never be used in th is s i tuat ion as i t  makes windows, doors,  and siding mater ia l  look 
cheap.  Br ick mold may only be ut i l ized where the window casing is adjacent to masonry or stone.

Window or Door Casing with Wood or Stucco Siding
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T y p i c a l  W i n d o w  D e t a i l s

Steel  L intel
i f  appl icable

Stone or Br ick Lintel

House Wrap

Window Head -  Br ick Veneer

Head Flashing Run 
Under House Wrap

Siding

Head Flashing

Drip Cap

Head Casing

Wood Si l l

Si l l  F lashing

Brick Si l l

Sealant

Window Si l l  -  Br ick Veneer

Window Head -  Wood Siding

Brick Mold

The above drawings are examples of  approved window sect ions.   Modif icat ions to the above assembl ies that  deviate 
f rom the design intent can be submit ted to the Archi tectural  Review Commit tee for considerat ion.  
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O p e r a b l e  a n d  F a l s e  S h u t t e r s  

Above are two examples of  proper ly designed shut ters.   The f i rst  is  a fu l ly  operable pair  of  shut ters 
complete wi th hinges and shut ter dogs.  The second is a fa lse shut ter.   As a fa lse shut ter is used st r ic t ly 
for  ex ter ior  decorat ion,  there is no window behind i t .   A fa lse shut ter should be instal led wi th a fu l l  set  
of  operable hardware, window casing, head dr ip detai l ,  and fa lse s i l l  in order to maintain a real ist ic ap -
pearance and to be weather t ight .     

Ful ly operable shut ters prov iding 
ful l  w indow coverage.

False shut ters wi th operable 
hardware.

Nai led on shut ters that  do not
prov ide ful l  w indow coverage.

Above is an example of  an unacceptable shut ter design.  The shut ters have been permanent ly at tached 
to the s iding, stucco, or masonr y,  and there are no hinges or shut ter dogs.  These shut ters could not 
possib ly prov ide ful l  coverage of  the window even i f  the shut ters could be c losed.  Shut ters designed 
as such wi l l  not  be approved.  Pr ior  to the use of  g lass in bui ld ings,  shut ters were used for c l imate 
contro l  and protec t ion.   Upon the advent of  g lass,  shut ters were st i l l  used as above, but were also used 
to protec t  the cost ly g lass.   Not unt i l  recent t imes did shut ters loose their  ut i l i tar ian value and become 
st r ic t ly appl ique.     
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S u g g e s t e d  S h u t t e r  S t y l e s

Louvered Shut ter Raised Panel  Shut ter Board and Bat ten Shut ter

Above are three examples of  approved shut ter st y les.   We encourage explorat ion into al ternat ive shut ter designs as  
long as they conform to the intent of  these guidel ines and are histor ical ly accurate.   A l ternat ive designs should be 
presented to the Archi tec tural  Review Commit tee for approval.
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R e q u i r e d  S h u t t e r  a n d  F a l s e  S h u t t e r  D e t a i l s

The fol lowing are direct ions for  assembl ing exter ior  t reated plywood backer for  fa lse shutters.   Cut 3/4” exter ior  t reated ply-
wood to the outside dimensions of  the fa lse window casing or br ick mold,  including head.  Fasten exter ior  t reated plywood over 
house wrap to sheathing with appropr iate fasteners.   Cut out appropr iate peel  and st ick roof ing membrane to the s ize of  the 
3/4” exter ior  t reated plywood ( including al l  edges).   Firmly aff ix  membrane to 3/4” exter ior  t reated plywood.  In addi t ion to the 
peel  and st ick roof ing membrane, use any other weatherproof ing as required.  Fasten casing or br ick mold to peel  and st ick 
membrane assembly.   Instal l  dr ip mold and f lashing at  the head of  shutter assembly,  and a s loped si l l  at  the bottom of the shut -
ter  assembly.   These components should be instal led in the typical  manner of  an actual  window assembly.   These instruct ions 
are intended as guidel ines only,  other products or assembl ies may be required.

Operable Shut ters with Stucco or Wood Siding

Shut ter Dogs

Operable Shut ters wi th Br ick or Stone Veneer

Flash, caulk,  or  t r im as required to 
accommodate for  s iding thickness and 
waterproof ing

Shut ter hinges appropriate for use 
with br ick3/4” exter ior treated plywood backer with 

peel and stick roof ing membrane

S4S min. 1-1/8” window casing to 
receive shut ter hinges

False sil l

False Shut ters with Br ick or Stone Veneer

False Shut ters with Stucco or Wood Siding

False sil l

Shut ter hinges appropriate for use  
with br ick

3/4” exter ior treated plywood backer 
with peel and stick roof ing membrane

Full 180º shut ter swing

Shut ter Dogs

Shut ter hinges

Continuous house wrap over 
sheathing with required  air gap

Cont inuous house wrap
over sheathing

S4S min. 1-1/8” window casing to 
receive shut ter hinges

Stucco or wood siding

Br ick or stone veneer
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O p e n i n g s  i n  M a s o n r y  V e n e e r

Masonry veneer wal l  wi th load 
bear ing l intel .

Masonr y appears to f loat  
over window opening.

Masonry veneer wal ls,  made of  br ick and stone, are heavy and should be detai led as such.  Their  pre-
decessors,  sol id masonry wal ls,  were extremely heavy and archi tects went to great lengths to construct  
openings in them.  Many of  the solut ions they came up with became components of  the histor ic bui ld ing 
sty les we so admire today.  We try to imitate these sty les cheaply,  wi th br ick veneer and structural  steel ,  
and are lef t  wi th l i fe less wal ls of  br ick.   The same detai l ing used in sol id masonry wal ls should be used in 
masonry veneer wal ls in order to be true to the mater ia l  and the sty les inspired by i t .   I t  is  not  the br ick 
alone that looks good, i t  is  how the br ick is used.   

Stone la id as i f  i t  were a sol id 
masonry wal l .

Stone appl ied to a sur face.

Stone is a mater ia l  that  was once used in bear ing wal ls to support  the weight of  the structure above.  Even 
though i t  is  only used as a veneer in modern construct ion I t  should always be la id hor izontal ,  as i f  i t  were 
part  of  a sol id masonry wal l .   Apply ing stone vert ical ly,  wi th i ts f lat  s ide facing out,  has no histor ical  prec-
edent and turns the stone into cheap appl ique.               

P r o p e r  U s e  o f  S t o n e  V e n e e r
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P r o p e r  S t o n e  L i n t e l  D e s i g n

Properly proport ioned stone l intel  
rest ing comfortably on abutment.

Non- funct ioning stone l inte l  
wi th a decorat ive keystone.

Proper ly designed stone l intels must be deep enough to carry the load rest ing on them, be f i rmly engaged 
in the wal ls,  and i f  possible course with the masonry mater ia l  of  the wal l .   Keystones should only be used 
in round or f lat  arches, never in l intels of  stone or any other mater ia l .   A l intel  acts as a beam spanning 
an opening carry ing the load above i t .   By cut t ing the beam and insert ing a keystone the l intel  becomes 
str ict ly decorat ion and can no longer carry the load.  A steel  l intel  must then be placed underneath in order 
to span the opening.  I f  keystones are desired over windows then a jack arch should be ut i l ized, reference 
Jack Arch Construction Do’s and Don’ts .   The use of  decay resistant wood l intels is acceptable so long 
as they comply wi th these same pr inciples.   

Stone l intel  not  supported 
by abutment.

Poor ly propor t ioned stone 
l inte l .

Stone l intels must rest  f i rmly on abutments.   In the case of  a br ick wal l  the abutment should be no less than 
hal f  of  a br ick,  or  approximately four inches.  L intels rest ing on anything less may actual ly be structural ly 
sound, but their  appearance is not.   The depth of  a stone l intel  is  equal ly important.   I f  possible the l intel  
should course with the surrounding masonry mater ia l .   Al though stone l intels that  are relat ively shal low 
may be able to support  the load above them, v isual ly they may not be deep enough to look comfortable.    
The structural  integr i ty of  a bui ld ing is both mathematics and percept ion.   The use of  decay resistant wood 
l intels is acceptable so long as they comply wi th these same pr inciples.   
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M a s o n r y  A r c h  P r o p o r t i o n s

Appropr iately proport ioned arch. Arch propor t ions are to smal l  for  
i ts  span.

The voussoirs ( indiv idual  br icks,  stones, etc.)  of  the arch must be proport ioned in such a way that they  
appear as i f  they are comfortably holding the weight that  is  bear ing down on them.  The diminut ive br icks 
making up the arch on the r ight  wi l l  most l ikely hold up the wal l  above them, but perceptual ly i t  is  much 
more comfortable to stand underneath the arch on the lef t .   The structural  integr i ty of  a bui ld ing is both  
mathematics and percept ion.  

J a c k  A r c h  C o n s t r u c t i o n

Voussoirs ( indiv idual  br icks,  stones, 
etc.)  radiat ing f rom a common point .

Voussoirs inc l ined at  a common 
angle.   Arch ex tends past opening.

When construct ing jack arches the voussoirs should radiate f rom a common point  and the arch should end 
at  the edge of  the opening.  Extending the arch past the edge of  the opening does not make structural  
sense.  Proper ly designed, jack arches are completely sel f  support ing once set and typical ly wi l l  not  def lect  
or  deter iorate over t ime as steel  l intels of ten do.  Proport ioning pr incipals apply as above.        

unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.
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Vis ib le street f rontage penetrat ions c lut-
ter ing roof.

P l a c e m e n t  o f  R o o f  P e n e t r a t i o n s

Roof penetrations for plumbing ventilation, combustion gas ventilation, attic ventilation (other than soffit or architectural vents), or any other 
type of roof penetration relating to ventilation shall not be positioned on any roof with a street frontage, or generally be visible from a street 
frontage.  This applies to all lots regardless of configuration, including both street frontages on corner lots.  This rule is intended to promote 
aesthetic roofs and to eliminate the random clutter of penetrations in roofs at the street frontage(s).  Those roofs not visible from street front-
ages may contain plumbing and other types of ventilation penetrations as needed so long as the penetrations conform with the standards 
outlined in the Architectural Guidelines. 

No vis ib le street f rontage roof pen-
etrat ions.
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Single bay, long panel ,  s lab or embossed 
garage doors are not acceptable

Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’tsTHE TOWNSHIP AT COLONY PARK
Page DD 41unpublished work © 2004 The Township Land Company, LLC, et al.

Double bay, long panel ,  s lab or embossed 
garage doors are not acceptable

The following garage door manufactures and model numbers [or Architectural Review Committee (“ARC”) approved equals] are acceptable 
garage door designs and styles: 

1.  Mid-America Door Company                                   “American Series” - as of October 1, 2004
     1001 West Hartford                                                  Series 100 or 200 flush steel doors with moldings
     Ponca City, OK  74601
 
2.  Wayne Dalton Door Company                                 Series 9700 flush steel doors with moldings - as of October 1, 2004
     Post Office Box 67                                                   Series 7000 flush steel doors with wood overlay and moldings - as of October 1, 2004
     Mt. Hope, Ohio  44660

All garage door styles and designs, including the acceptable designs and styles in these Architectural Requirements Do’s and Don’ts, must 
be submitted to the Architectural Review Committee as part of the design review process and will be specifically approved by the ARC with 
consideration of garage doors adjacent to or in close proximity.  Repetitive styles will not be permitted on adjacent residences except in the 
instance of town homes that are connected residences separated by a fire wall only in individual townhouse buildings.

Garage doors shall be a maximum of 9’ in width, except where a greater width is required by condition of tight turning radius.  An 18’ garage 
door may be utilized with the approval of the Architectural Review Committee.  Garage doors are to be a minimum of 8’ tall, and garage doors 
shall be metal paneled, flush metal or wood.  Garage doors shall be painted or stained.  All garage doors shall be installed and maintained 
with an electric garage door opener.  The use of cladding with wood planks to resemble swinging doors is strongly encouraged, as is the use 
of special arbor treatments above the garage doors.  

All doors must be finish painted or stained on site to match the submitted and ARC approved exterior trim color palette.  Wood doors may be 
painted or stained to match said exterior trim color palette.  The use of iron hardware hinges and pulls is required unless otherwise approved 
by the ARC.  The use of glass windows in the upper most panels in garage doors is acceptable with approval of type and design by the ARC.     
Lighting approved by the ARC is required at the rear of each garage with “dusk to dawn” photo cells. See Architectural Guidelines Exhibits for 
appropriate details.
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Acceptable s ingle bay garage 
door sty les
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I f  approved by the ARC because of  t ight  turn-
ing radius,  the above are acceptable double 
bay garage door sty les




